





CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 





Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.—Dan, xis 4. 
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Amicuscan fully subscribe to the sentiment “ that a 
more important subject than the one now under discus- 
sion cannot be presented to the serious mind.” Wheth- 
er God has created myriads of human beings destined 
to an endless existence, placed them in a state of pro- 
bation were their final happiness or misery is to be de- 
termined, and has denied them the means of Salvation? 
Or, whether he bas furnished every rational creature 
with the means of securing his favour and enjoying it 
eternally’—Whether the Deity we worship is a God of 
Justice, Love, and Mercy—or whether he is cruel and 
capricious in the last degree? are questions that are 
deeply involved in the present controversy. 

In my last Essay I quoted some passages from the 
Writings of the truly enlightened Wiitram Law. I 
quoted them, not because he was a preacher of my oppo- 
nent’s opinion or persuasion—not because he was “a 
divinely appointed standard’’—[ am too well acquaint- 
ed with his writings to suppose, either that he was an 
infallible standard of Religious truth or that in temper 
or principle he in the least resembled my opponent. I 
quoted him because the sentiments he advanced were 
so consonant to the doctrines of the Holy Scriptures 
snd to sound reason that I was persuaded they would 
carry conviction to the heart and understanding of | 
every unprejudiced reader. 

** Except” says my opponent ‘‘a general leaning to- 
wards mysticism there is nothing in that long quota- 
tion repugnant to our doctrine.”—“ Paul” could hardly 
have expressed his aversion to William Law’s doctrine 
in more forcible language than by ascribing to its sup- 
porter “ a general leaning towards mysticism.”—Mys- 
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the excellent William Law from the aspersions of my 
opponent I will now proceed to the discussion of the 
great Question. What has God appuinted as the primary 
Guide, to direet-us in our religious concerns? We be- 
lieve, on the ground of the clearest scripture evidence, 
that the Holy Spirit is the principal and primary Rule 
of Faith, Ke that it is the Christians Guide, expressly 
appointed to lead him into all truths relating to his 
salvation. . 

The first passage I shall quote to prove our posi- 
tion is the promise of Christ himself, John xiv. 26. 
“ fhe Comforter which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, He shall teach you ail | 
things. Uhave many things to say unto you but ye , 
cannot bear them now; howbeit when He, the Spirit of 
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the improvidence of God, which it would be injurious 
to the character of our merciful creator to believe 
Again, the Holy Spirit is the primary rule, because 
salvation cannot be attained without its agency, “ Ex- 
cept a man be born again of the Spirit he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” ‘The conclusion to be drawn from 
the premises is unanswerable —The Holy Spirit is the 
primary rule, both in point of time and in point of impor- 
tance, and this establishes our position, “ ihe 
Holy Spirit is the principal and primary Rule of Faith 
and practice.” 

As was observed in my last Essay, any doubt on this 
subject must arise from the source of all Infidelity, It 
is agenuine branch of Deism. Deism is most strongly 
characterized by its rejection of Divine Revelation. My 
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ticism is aterm so repugnant to the feelings of my op- 
ponent that it seems by several of his Essays sufficient 
to call forth all his efforts to oppose it—the inference 
is unavoidable, Law’s sentiments are wholly to be re- 
probated. 

“* His leaning towards mysticism was his ruin.” This 
is the first time Lever heard that William Law was 
ruined | Now in what did this ruin consist? Did he 
lose his peace of mind, his communion with God the 
fountain of all consolation? No.—Did he lose ‘ the 
pearl of great price” for whose sake he accounted the 
weath, the glory and honor of this world as dross? No, 
Did he lose the consoling assurance of future blessed. 
ness on his death bed ? No. What then did he lose? 
Why he lost or rather refused what some people think 
worth more than all these! A rich Benefice! This was 
the only ruin that ever attended him. A ruin as wel- 
come to this heavenly minded man as the largest salary 
is to the most selfish priest in Christendom. 

‘Thomas Hartley aclergyman of the Episcopal church 
has borne an ample testimony to the superior excellence 
of Wm. Law as an enlightened minister of the Gospel. 
Mis sentiments sufficiently refute the charge that he 
“represents the history of the fall as an allegory.” 
The loss of the divine life through the tall is one of 
Law’s most prominent doctrines. He too well knew its 
truth to represent it as a fiction or anallegory. On the 
reality of the fxll of man ali his arguments, to prove 
the necessity of the new dirth are tounded. “ His ex- 
planation” says Hartley “ of the gracious method of 
our redemption by Jesus Christ in the way of our union 
with him, and receiving a divine nature from him pre- 
sents itself as the sole possible remedy of man’s mise- 
ry—the only conceivabie ground of his salvation. It 
sets forth God’s love to all without partialéty in provid- 
ing @ Saviour for af! under every dispensation ; and re- 
presents Christ as that Saviour in the most intimate re- 
iation to us that can be~ even as that quickening Spirit 
which is the soul’s true and only happy life.” if my 
readers desire any further refutation of ‘* Paul's” 
charges against Wm. Law let them consult the account 
of his life perfixed to the Boston Edition of his “ Seri- 
ous call to a devout and holy life, 1808. ‘This will I 
apprehend be a much better standard to decide the 
question of William Law’s religious character than 
** Southey’s life of Wesley.” If “Southey” isnot a 
very poor judge of religious characters and of Gospel 


Truth is come He will guide you into all truth.” John 
xvi. 13 
of the Evangelist perfectly accords. ‘* The anointing 
which ye have received of him ahideth in you, and ye 


need not that any man teach you but as the same anoint- , : 
by uniting with the Deist in three fourths of his scheme, 


ing teacheth you all things and is truth and is no lye, 
1 Joha ii. 27. I cannot conceive how any two passages 
of scripture could possibly run more parallel than these. 
In the former Christ promises the Holy Spirit which was 
to teach his followers all things—In the latter the Evan- 
gelist declares the fulfilment of this promise, “ the 
anointing teucheth you allthings and is truth and is no 
lye.” These texts point out, Ist. The nature of this 
Guide—** the Holy Spirit.” 2ndly, Hi 
** He shall teach you.” 3dly, What He teacheth,** Ail 
things,” every thing necessary to salvation. 4thly, 
Where he teacheth, ** The aneinting whiehye.have re- 
ceived abideth inyou.” 5Sthly, Hie sufficiency ase teacher 
** Ye need not that any man teach you, but as the same 


anointing teacheth you all things.” And 6thly, The , 


With this doctrine of our Lord the testimony | 


céas.a teacher, | 


; 2 remains to be 
|. sent day can know the things of 
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certainty of thts teacher, that it is no “ delusion”—“ It ; 


is truth and is no lye.” 

From all which it is evident, that the “ Internal 
Light” of the Holy Spirit—the Word nigh in the heart 
and in the mouth, which the Apostles preached, Rom, 


cometh into the world, John i.9. That Light of which 
our Lord said, “ He that followeth it shall not walk in 
darkness but shall have the light of life, John viii. 12. 
From all this I say it is evident that this Divine Light 
is no “ ignus fatuus”—no “ cunningly devised fable” 
but the blessed and all sufficient means of Salvation, 
the anointed teacher of the New Covenant dispensa- 
tion—without which, though we may be in possession 
of all other means, we are dark and blind and ignorant 
in divine things—with which, though destitute of eve- 
ry other Teacher we may attain to the true and saving 
knowledge of God. 

Now [ think it will not be difficult to demonstrate 
that the Holy Spirit is and must be the principal rule, 
because it is the Fountain of alltruth. The inspired 
writings are but streams from this fountain. Now 
which is the principal—the Fountain or the stream ? 
No rational man can hesitate a moment to answer this 
question. It will be equally easy to prove that the 
Holy Spirit is the primary rule. First, in point of time. 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were utterly destitute of the 
Scriptures—No part of them were written until some 
centuries after their decease, yet they had an infallible 
rule of faith and practice. ‘* But,” says my opponent 
** the question is, Whether we can know that we have 
the Spirit, but by the Scriptures ? This question which 
only serves to shew the dark state of the querist, may 
be sufficiently answered by another question—How did 
these patriarchs know that they had the spirit? ‘They 
had no Scriptures to resort to for this purpose. Were 
they led by an “ignus fatuus”—Did they follow “a cun- 
ningly devised fable ? Any reply to these quemes must 
involve my opponent in adilemma—It he should answer 


evidence if negatively, he must admit that the Holy 
Spirit is the primary rule of faith and practice. 

Second. In point of importance it is also the prima- 
ry Rule. . Because by means of the Holy Spirit salva- 
tion is attainable without the aid of the Holy Scriptures ; 
else were Abraham, Isaac and Jacob consigned to per- 








truths, lf have much undervalued his merits. 
Hzving briefly endeavoured ta rescue the memory of 





dition, else three fourths of the whole human family 


affirmatively, he will contradict the plainest Scripture {| 


opponent denies divine revelation to three fourths -of 
mankind, and affirms that the other fourth can only 
, have it through the medium or the Scriptures. Thus 
he not only contradicts the plainest Scripture testimo- 
nies—not only limits the love and mercy of God ; but, 


gives him the test encouragement to contend for 
the remaining fraction of it, and to cut off the whole 
human family from any union or communion with God, 
or any know of his Will. 

** Immediate Revelations are no longer to be expect- 
ed,” says our opponent—“* No man knoweth the things 
of God but by the Spirit of God,” saith the Apostle— 
“The things that God hath prepared for them that love 
him, he hath revealed to us by his Spirit,” 1 Cor. ii 9, i0. 
Now if immediate revelations have ceased, and the Apos- 
tle’s . i no man in the pre- 
od at all—nor have 
any enjoyment of the things which God hath prepared 
for them that love him! 

My opponent affirms that “ God always works by 
means.” Now either this assertion is false, or the 


' Scriptures are not true. ‘ God,” saith the Apostle to 


the Gentiles * who commanded the light to shine out 


"of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light 


x. 8. This “true Light that lighteth every man that . 
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have gone to destruction by the providence or rather 


of the know of the Glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ ; but we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God 
and not of us,” 2 Cor. iv. 6,7. In thi two 
points are demonstrated. First. That the Zig¢ét which 
gives the knowledge of God, is tmmediately con Li 
ted, “ God hath shined.” Secondly. That this Light is» 
an ** Internal Light”—‘ God hath shined in eur hearts” 
— we have tiis treasure in earthen vessels ”—Now it is 
undeniably evident, that the Apostle is here speaking 
of the same divine hight, which the Evangelist Said was 
“the true light that lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world,” John i. 9. 

** Paul” says, “ the Scriptures are a transcript of the 
Divine will, and that it follows, that ne future or other 
dictates however made, can be a surer guide or more 
infallible rule”? When_the real state of the case is 
fairly made out, this conclusion will be feund errone- 
ous, because, an immediate communication of the Divine 
will to the soul, needs no interpreter to make it clearly 
understood, it is self evident—But the Scriptures be- 
ing an outward communication addressed to the under- 
standing through the medium of the senses we are €x- 
tremely tiable to misunderstand them. “ Paul inter. 
prets a text one way--Amicus understands it in a dif- 
terent sense—Now who shall decide the case? Shali we 
go to the Commentators ! We shall find them discor- 
dant—none more contradictory than they. Calvin tells 
me one thing, Luther another, Melancthon another ; af- 
ter wading through the writings ot the ancient Fathers, 
consulting the Reformers and applying to the modern 
Doctors we shal! find ourselyes just w we set out, 
or perhaps worse bewildered by the jarring and con- 
fiicting opinions of our fallible counsellors. From these 
considerations the correctness of my position as expres- 
sed in my last Essay, must I think be evident, that “an 
immediate communication from the fountain of Divine 
knowledge must be superior in every respect to any 
transcript of the Diviee Will, liable to be misu 
stood by the most serious enquirer without the illumie 
nation of the same spirit which dic:ated it.” 

My opponent affirms that “ the Scriptures sever di- 
rect us to internal Light.” Now the truth is they sel, 
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ft ever direct us to ahy other Light. Ido not re- 
po pps oy in the whole New Testument 
that directs Christians to. resort to the Scriptures for 
light,—I am certain my Opponent has not quoted one. 
In thé'text John v. 39. Paul says “ Christ refers to the 
Scriptures as a rule” This however is not true as ! 
think can be clearly proved. In the first place the pre- 
sent translation does not render the original correctly. 
By the rules of the Greek Grammar the word EREU- 
NATE may be understood either indicattvely or imper- 
atively :—the second person plural of the Indicative and 
Imperative Moods being exactly the same in the Greek 
language. The context I think clearly proves that it 
ought to have been rendered indicatively, ‘ Ye search 
the Scriptures.” From. the 37 to the 47 verses inclu- 
sive our Lord’s language is one continued strain of se- 
vere reproof to the Jews, who were then seeking to 
kill aim. In the text in question he tells them Ist, 
**¢ Ye search the Scriptures,” he then tells the reason 
why they searched them “ for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life,” thereby intimating their gross mistake.— 
He then goes on to shew them that though the Scrip- 
ture prophecies testified of him by predicting his com- 
ing, yet that when he had come—these blind Jews re- 
jected him and would not come unto him the fountain 
of Light and Life that they might have life. “And they 
are they that testify of me, and ye will not come unto 
me that ye might have life.” Several of the best mod- 
ern translations of the Bible sanction this view of the 
subject, particularly that of the learned Doctor Adam 
Clarke, lately published in New York ——For want of 
room I must postpone a reply to his other arguinents 
on this subject to a future number. 

‘Towards the close of his last Essay “Paul” brings a 
curious argument a ch the doctrine of ‘ Internal 
Light.” He thinks the conduct of the Anabaptists of 
Munster—the errors of David George—Bockholdt, 
Munzer—Swedenborg and Naylor a strong objection to 
the doctrine ‘This objection whatever force it may 


have is equally forcible against his own scheme ; for if | ) 


We are to reject the Holy Spirit as a rule of action, be- 
cause some professing to be guided by this Heavenly 
Teacher have misconducied themselves —On the same 
principle we must reject the Holy Scriptures seeing that 
many who have professed to be guided by them, have 
been guilty of the grossest errors both in faith and 
practice. The Catholics cite them to prove that the 
material Body and Blood of Christ are really and sub- 





stantially present in the Eucharist. “ This is my Body, 
this is my Blcod.” Persecutors whether Papists or 
Protestants have attempted to prove by scripture tBat 
killing of heretics is authorized by the tiospel. 1 
would they were even cut off that trouble you.” Gal. 
v.12. Whien the people of New England persecuted 
the Baptists and the Quakers they professed toact upon 
Scripture authority. 1 will not pain My opponent by a 
recital of the cruelties of these people toward the in- 
nocent dissenters from their creed—neither will 1 be 
so illiberal as to say that these cruelties were the legiti- 
mate fruit of their Religion. No system is justly 
chargeable with the mal-conduct of its professors, 
unless it can be proved that such mal-conduct is the 
Recessary consequence of that system. What has the 
conduct of the Anabaptists of Munster to do with our 
principles ? Certainly nothing more than with those of 
my opponent with whom they agree in more points than 
they do with us! STUBNER one of their founders 
relied upon the Scriptures as the foundation of their doc- 
trine, The practice of MUNZER bears a much strong- 
er affinity to that of our opposers, than it does to ours. 
He stood at the head of an army—We disclaim all wars 
—He contended for Carnal Ordinances under the new 
Covenani—We reject them all as being abolished by 
the unshadowy Dispensation of Christ. AMICUS, 





EAST INDIA BAPTIST MISSION, 


We this day present our readers with a most inter- 
esting letter, form the Rev. William Ward, a member 
of the mission of our Baptist brethren at Serampore. 
It will be read with great pleasure, as it presents the 
reader with a character of the people of India, and the 

reat and numerous obstacles to missionary labours in 
that country. 

In 1792, there was scarcely a Christian to be found 
in India. There were Europeans and Americans, but 
no true friends and followers of the Savour. 

It is now about twenty-seven years since our breth- 
ren of the Baptixt Missionary Society, first made their 
establishment in India. For the first seven years they 
were not blessed with a single Hindoo convert; neither 
had they gained access into the circle of one native 
family. But how wondertully have the obstacles stated 
in the following letter been overcome. What faith and 
perseverance were displayed bf} those dear friends of 
the Lord Jesus. They waived patiently, and the time 
came for a blessing from the Lord. He hearkened un- 
to the prayers of his servants, and crowned their labors 
with astonishing and unparalleled success. Six hun- 
dred Hindoos have renounced their gods—fifty con- 
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verts havé become missionaries. The whole or a part } 
of the Scriptures have been translated into thirty, out 
of fifty of the dialects of India. The government is fa- 
vourable to the mental and moral improvement of the 
natives. There are six religious societies among the 
English soldiers.-There are many schools for the in- 
struction Of the natives, and more are calted for. There 
are in India four Bible and two Missionary societies— 
a school book society, the object of which is to give 
popular English works te the natives in their own lan- 
guage. Twenty thousand Heathen children are now 
under instruction, and the unconverted begin to feel 
an interest in the work of illuminating India. 

We will no longer detain our readers from this inte- 
resting letter. After they have read it, they will be 
prepared for a more detailed account of the labours of 
the brethren ; and when they learn what difficulties by 
the assistance of God, have been overcome, they will 
no more oppose missionary labours in any part of the 
world. [S. Lutes. 


————— 
To the Rev. C. Anderson, Edinburgh. 
The Hercules, at sea, April 6, 1821. . 
My Dran Buoruer, | 


Such is the tenor of our occupancy here, that 
salutations and farewells are almost the only things by 
which our social existence is distinguished, The per- 
sonal friendship which was formed last year with you 
in Edinburgh, and continued for a few weeks with high 
satisfaction on my part, has been eversince interrupted; 
and now I am called to place you also among my friends 
whom lam to see no more. I have had to preach 
more than a hundred discourses in America, and almost 
all of them have been, in fact, farewell discourses. 

From the knowledge I have of the deep interest you 
have taken m our mission, I suppose this review of its 
triumph over first difficulties will not be unwelcome to 
ou 

Hindoot’han certainly presents one of the most impor- 
tant and interesting fie:ds of missionary labour on earth. 
Its extent; the immensity of its population; its being 
the birth-place of the most extended system of poly- 
theism on earth ; its possession by the British, and the 
extent of the countries around it equally destitute of 
christianity, give it all this importance. 

We aze too apt to associate together heathenism and 
barbarism They are mostly, but not necessarily con- 
nected —Fhe Hindoo mouarchies were formerly splen- 
did and powerful ; were supported by a most imposing 
system of superstition; defended by large armies; adorn- 
ed by the presence of profound scholars, by masterly 
writings, colleges and schools ; they possess written 
laws, magistrates, courts of justice, a general police, &c. 

‘The existence of such a state of cultivated society, 
though favourable in some respects to the christian 
missionary, does not fail to prejudice the heathen a- 
gainst the pretensions of a system of theology so differ- 
ent, and in the hands of strangers. But it is the anti- 
quity of their own institutions, extending back, as the 
natives suppese, many thousand years, which creates 
the greatest reverence in their favour, and indisposes 
the mind to the examination of a system which to them 
appears a yesterday production. 

Here begin the dithculties of the christian missionary. 
He has, however, in another principle, to contend with 
a more powerful prejudice, The Hindoos are taught 
to treat as unclean all foreigners, because amongst 
them no attention is paid to ceremonial purity; they 
partake, also, of forbidden food they mingle even 
with the lowest ranks ; and, in short, they are not Hin. 
doos. These ideas of the impurity of foreigners are 
carried to such an extent, that all familiar association 
with them renders a Hindoe infamous. If the monarch 
of Great Britain were to visit the east, and should acci- 
dentally touch the boiled rice of the poorest Hindoo, 
the latter would throw it away as rendered unclean 
even by the royal touch, though he had not wherewithal 
to purchase another meal. How shall these persons 
be brought to join themselves to foreigners, and to sit 
at the same sacred table with them ? How sh.ll bram. 
huns do this,who have been accustomed to go and bathe 
again, ifeven an inferior Hindoo has touched them af- 
ter their ablutions, and before they have partaken of 
their food. 

Another obstruction arises out of the superstitious 
reverence of the people for the gods, the priests, their 
sacred books, and a thousand other objects which have 
been consecrated to idolatry in this, the land of the 
gods. I was once addressing a heathen congregation, 
and urging upon them the necessity of their embracing 
the gospel, reminding th: m that all trust in the priests 
was vain, for they were weak as other men, and could 
neither save or destroy. In the midst of this discourse, 
one of the hearers threw himself prostrate at the feet 
of the next priest, and lifting up his hands in the pos- 
ture of adoration, said, “ Sir, this is my god.” It is 
not uncommon, for # poor man, in a morning, to take a 
cup of water in his hand, and run after the first priest 
ne sees in the street, begging him to put his toe in the 











cup, that le may have the honour of drinking the water 
in which a bramhun has washed his feet. ‘The dust 
falling from the feet of the bramhun guests is often 
collected as they enter the doof of the guest-room, and 
preserved as a sacred treasure. 

The ignorance of the people on every subject cone 
nected with the truths of divine revelation is such, that 
christians at home can hardly realize it. I have found 
nothing among the Hindoos upon which I could lay my 
hand, and say, This was derived from the Jews or the 
Bible.—The christian teacher has nothing like an en- 
lightened understanding on his side. Speak to a Hin- 
doo of God, his mind reverts immediately to some idol ; 
of holiness, he thinks of ceremouial purity ; a future 
state, his mind fixes on transmigration; of heaven, he 
thinks of the polluted residence of the gods. Thus 
those terms which the missionary is compelled to use, 
when unexplained, do not give the christian idea, but a 
heathen one. 

The want of moral powers, of a conscience, in the 
heathen, and the abominable associations, even in re- 
ference to religion, which possesses their minds, make 
conversion to a religion, which is to purify the affec- 
tions, and which presenis to the mind only holy abjects, 
peculiarly difficult. rc. 

The levity of the Hindoos on every serious subject, 
and the difficulty of gaining and fixing their attention, 
have often made my heart sink like a stone within me. 

In the deep hold which this superstition has taken of 
the mind of the Hindoo, another difficulty is found of 
the most formidable nature. ‘ Can all our sages and 
philosophers have been mistaken ? Are all these volu- 
minous writings founded in error ? Can all the countless 
millions who have lived and died believing and prac- 
tising these things have been deceived? And all the 
millions with which 1 am now surrounded, are they 
also mistaken ; have we not visible proof of the favour 
of the deity among us? if he did not support them, how 
could these persons endure all these suflerings—tiis 
man with hagks in his back on the swinging-posi—this, 
lying day and night on a bed of spikes—this, bolding 
up his arm till all the blood is drained from it, and it 
has become stiff and withered?—How, without divine 


and look and wait till the wheels of the car of Jusun- 
natv’h pass over them! How be able to cast themselves 
deliberately into the Ganges with a weight fastened to 
the body ?—How, destitute of this aid, could timid, 
weak females with calmness, and even triumph, walk 
around the funeral pile, and then gently lay themselves 
upon it, that they may be consumed to ashes? If ous 
religion be not divine, how are these things to be ac- 
counted for ?” 

But, in the law of the cast, we have an obstruction 
still greater than all these.—All the Hindoos are divid- 
ed into distinct tribes or casts; and the law forbids all 
communion among the different casts ; so that one tribe 
can neither marry, nor eat, drink, nor smoke with ano- 
ther; nor practise the ceremonies belonging to another 
tribe. Disobedience to these rules is followed by loss 
of cast, whereby the outcast is cut off at once fiom fa- 
ther, mother, wife, children, brother, sister, and ali 
his relations, as well as from all his rights of property. 
He can never hold the least intercourse with these per- 
sons, nor return home. Never again see the face of 
those who have been dearer to him than life itself. 
And all these fearful penalties are incurred in embra- 
cing christianity. The christian convert must tear from 
his heart every tender recollection, and remain a living 
martyr from the hour of his baptism to the day of his 
death. I recollect one of these converts coming to me 
one day, and saying, in the most plaintive tones, * Sir, 
Ido not want my cast again. 1 do not want to goback 
to idolatry ; but, Sir, could I not go and see my moth- 
er once more ? Could I not return for once and take 
leave of my friends?” The poor young man was over- 
come for a time by those feelings which christianity 
refines, but never extinguishes. 1 had to bring to his 
recollection, that what he sought could not be realized; 
that these friends would not see him; that in this 
fruitless attempt he might put himself into the hands 
of his enemies ; but that his ffiends could not admit 
him into their presence, without exposing themselves 
to the loss oi: cast. 

Finally, the infamy attached to the loss of cast, infal- 
libly insures, many will think, the perpetuity of the 
Hindoo superstition. Some persons who have lost cast 
unintentionally, have given in largesses to the Bram- 
huns, as much as 10,000/. to be restored to their rank : 
and others have put an end to their lives unable to en- 
dure the disgrace to which they had fallen. 

These, and many other obstacles, our brethren found 
in the character and institutions of the Hindoos them- 
selves. But these were far from including all the difk- 
culties of the case :— 

The distance from England to the scene of action is 
15,000 miles, in some cases a five months voyage. ‘To 
send supplies, and to carry on operations at such a dis 
tance, must impede every kind of operation, especiaily 
those connected with a great mental and moral change 
( To be Continued.) 
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support, can men lie down with the utmost coinpusure, ~ 
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LIGHT DAWNING. 


Drs. Patterson and Henderson write-—* Hav- 
ing learnt that there was asettlement of Ka- 
arim Jews in the town of Lutsk. Dr. Hender- 
son visited that place from Ostrog, in order to 
ascertain what facilities might exist for the 
distribution of the Scriptures among them. In 





their appearance, their manners, and mode of | 


worship, these people form a striking contrast 
with the other Jews. Unshackled by the tram- 
mels of the ‘Talmud, their minds are not cir- 
cumseribed by the puerile sophistries of the 
Rabbies, but are more open to conviction, and 
better able to judge of the truth of what is pro- 
posed for their belief. We had entertained the 
hope that some of the Hebrew New Testaments 
might be advantageously disposed of among 
them; but to our no small joy and surprise, 
found that they were already in possesion of 
that book, and seemed to be perusing it without 
predjudice. The Rabbi himself produced a 
copy from his library, in the course of our con- 
versation relative to the fulfilment of an ancient 
prophecy, and spoke of its contents in high 
terms of respect, before a large company who 
had eolleeted at his house in order to listen to 
our communications. That the Messiah is 
already come they are not convineed, but their 
minds seem to be interested in no ordinary de- 
gree by the subject; and were proper measures 
adopted for directing their attention to the true 
meaning of their own Seriptures, the para- 
mount authority of which forms one of the most 
distinguishing parts of their creed, it cannot be 
doubted but many of them, at least, would be 
brought to the knowledge of Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified. It deserves to be recorded to the 
honor of the Karaim of Luisk, for the space of 
two hundred years no instance of law-sait or 
prosecution against them is to be found in the 
publie documents of the place. They still re- 
tain the use ofthe Tartar language, both in 
their daily intercourse, and in the synagogue 
for the purpose of explaining the Hebrew text 
of the Law. 


7 ———D 2S 


RUSSIA. 


Exivact of a Letier from Mr. Knill, St. Peters- 
burgh, July 21, W. S. 1821. 

tev. and dear Sir,—I thank you for your 
parental kindness ; the Letter, Reports and 
Chronicles which you ‘seat by Mr. Rutt. Im- 
mediately [ sent off extracts from your commu. 
nieations to his Excellency General Papof, be- 
tug assured that they would reach the Prince, 
aud perhaps amore exalted personage. The 
following 1s a copy of the letter I received from 
the General :— 

“© My dear Sir,—lIt is with peculiar pleasure 
1 have received your very agreeable letter, con- 
taining such intelligence of the promotion of 
the kingdem of Jesus Christ upon earth, as 
cannot fail to gladden the heart of every be- 
Jiever. Receive my best acknowledgements 
for your kind attention. You have given like- 
wise a real satisfaction to his Excellency the 
Prince Galitzin, who received this imformation 
with much interest. I pray you have the guod- 
ness to Communicate to me from time to time 
such news—relative to what passes in our bad 
world to re-establish there the kingdom of our 
Saviour,by what degree the heathen are comin 
to his saving light, and are given to him in al 
the ends of the earth. Hoping that you will 
not forget me in your prayers to our heaverly 
Father, I remain with the truest christian love 
your sincere friend, P. PAPOF.” 


This was written in English by the general’s 
own hand, and shows you his heart. O that all 
the Generals in the world were such christians 
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as this, and they would fight for the Great Cap- 
tain of Salvation ! 

Accompanying this is a letter which I this 
day received from Mr. Rahman. It was written 
in one of the dreariest places in God’s ereation ; 
but I was so struck with the ezalted piety it 
breathes, and the devotedness to the work 
which it evinces, that I could not but think it 
would do your heart good to read it. ‘Some of 
Paul’s Epistles were written in prison ; so was 
John Bunyan’s Pilgrim—and Rambo’s letter 
was written in a place not far superior ; but the 


unction it contains is worth going to Qhina for, 


if China would afford it. 

On the first Sabbath in May twe persons 
were admitted members of our little ehurch— 
the first Sabbath in June one—the first Sabbath 
in July one. Next Lord’s Supper, two, will 
be admitted 5 and seven more are in a delight- 
ful way, and will soon unite with us. Perhaps 
there are others that I know nothing about. 
The persons who have thus evineed a eoncera 
for their precious souls are principally men— 
some of them with large families. 

Mr. Stallybrass sevt me a ‘Tract in mana- 
script last week, which we shall print for them 
immediately. The Russ whieh he first com- 
posed, and from which the Mongoliaa is trans- 
lated , is excellent, as complete judges say. 1 
doubt not that it is a good translation. ; 

The substance of it is—that the knowledge 
of God and eternal life are attainable ouly thre 
Christ Jesus 

His Imperial majesty has lately had an inter- 
view with | Sultan Datchoray ; and with all the 
kindness and affection of a genuine christian, 
encouraged him to go in the ways of the Lord, 
assuring him of his support and protection & 
concluded by saying something like this, «You 
must expect trials in your work : ¢very man 
who appeees errors will have trials; if you 
should be so happy as to bring one "to 
the faith of Christ; you will be well rewarded 
for all yeur toil.” 

Was not this delightful from an Emperor, 
and the Emperor of such amazing dominions 
as Russia! 1 always feel much pleasure in 

raying for this good emperor—he does indeed 
fet his light shine. May the Lord long spare 
him, for in his days the righteous flourish, for 
many tribes will call him blessed. Believe 
ine, Rev. and dear sir, your grateful and most 


obedient. RICHARD KNILL. 
- nee Ey ERI 
SOUTH TRAVANCORE. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Mead, one of the 
‘Missionaries, to the Rev. Mr. Lewis, Isling- 
ton, dated Nagurcoil, 26th Feb. 1821. 

This Mission 1s situated in a country where 
idolatry is supported at an immense expence, 
and with enthusiastic folly. ‘he whole coun- 
try was formerly made over to the false idol of 
their worship ; and then, every inch of ground 
we now tread upon was devoted to the Brah- 
mins and their deities. A vast change in the 
aspect of the country has taken place since 
1807, when Mr. R.—— first arrived in Travan- 
core. We have much reason to be thankful for 
the tolerant spirit of the native government, 
and the pretecting shield of the British name. 
The higher orders of natives are the most de- 
praved and abandoned part of the community ; 
“the poor have the Gospel preached unto 
them.” Upwards of 5,000 have renounced 
heathenism, and no longer offer sacrifices to 
devils, as they formerly did. They are all en- 
joying the blessing of christian instruction, as 
far as we are able to attend to their request for 
schoolmasters or Catechists. We are eunstaut- 
ly visiting them, and preaching the Gospel to 
them, aud rendering them every other assis- 
tance in our power. ‘To us they refer for coun- 





sel-and advice in every difficulty, and to us 


| they apply for redress under every grievance. 
The burthen is vastly too great. and we are 
sometimes ready to faint. 
strength has been equal to our day. 

The past year has been marked with several 
auspicious cireumstances. The arrival of an- 
other fellow-labour; the increase of our schools 
and congregations ; the erection of several new 
places of worship; greater attendance on the 
Sabbath ; evident increase in knowledge; and 
spirit of liberality aceording to the ability of 
the people—are amongst our encouragements 
to go forward. 


Extract of a letter from Mrs. Mault, to a 
friend, dated Nagurcoil, 6th Oct. 1821. 


On our arrival here we found ourselves sur- 
rounded by au immense population of heathen 
of almost every description, from the holy 
Brahmin down to the poor degraded Parrier. 
Our souls were heret within us, to see the 
wretched eondition of the lower castes, whose 
ignorance is very deplorable. It would make 
your heart bleed to witness the contempt that is 
thrown upon the sacred authority of the King 
of kings; and your pity would be moved when 
you were told thousands of these for'orn erea- 
tures know not that they have a soul, or that 
man is superior to the beasts that perish; or if 
so, in what that superiority consists. 

Perhaps there is no part in India where the 
devil is so much worshipped as in this. The 
lower castes pay homage and sacrifice to him- 
in most eases of affliction, in prospeet of it to 





prevent it, and afterwards in consequence of 
vows made during its continuance ; so that it is 
very evident that these ceremonies are all at- 
tended to from no other principles than fear. 
If the Cholera Morbus makes its appearance in 
any village, the inhabitants immediately offer 
sacrifices to the bad spirit to his anger, 
which they imagine is stirred against thei; 
and to see their frantic actions aud frightful 
grimaces, and to hear their horrid shrieks and 
groans on these occasions, reflecting at the same 
time upon their awful delusions, is enough to 
produce the most poignant feelings to a heart 
far less susceptible than that of a Brainerd. 
This brings to my mind a circumstance which 
oecured at our house a few weeks since : a man 
was sent out to purchase a sheep ; through 


some mistake on the part of the seller, the _ 
wrong sheep was brought: ln the course of half ~ 


an hour the owner made his appearance, with 
all the gestures of one in the ijast siage of dis- 
traction, tearing his hair from his head, beat- 
ing his body with the greatest vielence against 
the ground, and uttering the most terrific yells. 
As soon as we could get him to speak, it was 
discovered that this sheep was the one which, 
in a late affliction, he had vowed, in ease of re- 
covery, he would sacrifice to Satan, and that 
now, to use his own words, * the devil would 
kill him and the whole of his family.” 

Let this suffice ; though a thousand similar 
instances might be mentioned, to show in- 
to what an awful depth of degradation and 
wretchedness these our fellow mortals are 
plunged by the dreadtul delusions of the father 
of lies. And is it not to be attributed to sove- 
reign grace, that such is not our unhappy con- 
dition But oh! surprising as it may appear, 
it is from this class of people principally that 
have arisen those who are now saying, * What 
have I to do with idols? 1 ama christian, and 
wish to serve the living and true God.” Iam 
happy to say that the number of those are daily 
increasing, and though as it is reasonabie te 
suppose, they are very ignorant, and have no 
very consistent views of the Gospel, and in 
some instances forsake idolatry uot from the 
purest of motives, yet they are immediately 
brought under the sound of the Gospel, and 








pat under eatechetical instruction, by which 


itherto, however, 
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they learn many very important truths that 
may thro the agency of the Holy Spirit be made 
the power of God to their salvation. 
ee 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


Extract a letter to the editor of the Rocorder, 


dated Watertown, Jeffer. Co. N. Y. January 
2, 1822. 


At present there is a general attention to re- 
ligion throughout this county. It commenced 
early in the spring, about the same time at 
Watertown and at Sacket’s Harbor. From 
there it extended to Adams and Rodman ; ap- 
peared in both of these places about at one 
time. And now at Ellisburg, Henderson and 
Lorrain, God is pouring out his spirit. In short 
there is searcely a church or neighborhood, sup- 
plied or destitute, in which there is not a num- 
ber who have commenced the solemn work of 
seeking the salvation of their souls. The work 
extends to all Christian denominations—and 
whilst the friends of this work are active and 
combining their efforts, its enemies are rally- 
ing, and uniting in resistance to the Spirit of 
God. -Every man’s character is now known 
either by aiding and advocating the werk, or 
by murmuring and cavilling, by disseminat- 
ing falsehood and by persecuting. As usual in 
works of this extent, persons of every deserip- 
tion, the aged and the young, bond and free, 
have been brought to taste that God is gracious. 
Perhaps only in Rodman can the work be said 
to have been powerful. In general it is slow 
rather than rapid—considering the district of 
country which it covers and the population, 
the number of converts and the enquiring is 
not great. Atthe Harbor the number is small. 
At Watertown it is larger, at Adams it is still 
larger, and at Rodman, the greatest number of 
converts is supposed to have been made. Per- 
haps the whole number of hopeful subjects of 
this extensive work does not exceed 400. The 


work is more like the refreshing and silent | 


breeze, than the rearing wind—like the gentle 
dew than the powerful rain. 

But whilst there is cause for joy, there are 
causes for sorrow. Our country is new and 
destitute—ministers of the gospel are few, 
some of that few are young and inexperienced. 
Such feel their weakness and cry for help—the 
destitute ery for help—the anxious inquirer, 
whohas no guide,calls for help—and shallfthese 
calls be unavailing ? Much more can be done 
in this region at this time in one month, than 
in a careless region in twelve, “ Who will come 
up to the help of the Lord ?” 


—= 


POLITICAL EVENTS, &c. 
., Gisratrar, Nov. 16. 
The Spanish people continue their attempts 
to rule their Sovereign,—Those of Malaga, 
Cadiz, Seville, &c. have demanded of him, 
that he immediately dismiss his Ministers ; 
and that if he refuse they will withdraw their 
attachment to him. He appears very ready to 
obey the Sovereign People, and has dismissed 
various high officers; particularly the celebrat- 
ed Empecinado, Governor General of Leon. 











The British Commissioners of Sierra Leone 
announce a sensible diminution in the Slave 
Trade, and add, that it is ascribed, in a large 
degree, to the well-directed efforts of the pub- 
lic vessels of the United States cruising in that 
quarter. 

Te, — + 

By a late act of the State of South Carolina, 
murder in the first degree, on the body of a 
slave, is to be punished with death, without the 
benefit of clergy; man-slaughter, $500 fine 
and six months imprisonment. 
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NEW CENSUS. 
The National Intelligencer, gives the popu- 
lation of the several states,according to the cen- 
sus just finished, as in the following table. We 
have subjoined for the purpose of rendering 
comparison more easy, that of 1810. Kershaw 
district from which there is no return, may be 
esimated at a population of 10,000. The ratio 
of increase is a trifle short of that of the pre- 





ceding period of ten years.0 B. Rec. 
182 1810 

Maine, 293,335 228,705 
New-Hampshire, 244,164 214,460 
Massachusetts,} 523,287 472,040 
Rhode-Island, 83,059 76,9314 
Connecticut, 275,248 201,942 
Vermont, 235,764 217,895 
New-York, 1,372,812 959,049 
New-Jerseys 277,575 245,562 
Pennsylvania, 1,349,398 810,094 
Delaware, - 72,749 72,674 
Maryland, 407,350 380,549 
Virginia, 1,065,366 974,622 
North-Carolina, 638,829 555,500 
South-Carolina, ex- 

eept Kershaw fist, ¢ ih at meme” 
Georgia, 340,989 252,433 
Alabama, 427,901 
Mississippi, 75,448 aeeee 
Louisiana, 153,407 76,556 
Tennessee, 422.813 261,727 
Kentucky, 564,317 406,514 
Ohio, 581,434 230,760 
Indiana, 147,178 24,520 
Illinois, 55,211 12,282 
Missouri, 66,586 
Territory of Arkansas, saeret sab eae 
Territory of Michigan, 8,896 4,762 
Distriet of Columbia, 33,039 > 24,023 

Grand Total 9,625,734 7,239,903 








CONGRESS. 
SENATE. 
Monday, Jan. 14. 

Mr. Talbot communicated to the Senate, a preamble 
and sundry resolutions adopted by the Legislature of 
the State of Kentucky, in favour of the Maryland pro- 
position to grantto the old states such portion of the 
public lands as will correspond in just proportion with 
the grants made to the new states; and the document 
was read. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday, Jan. 14. 

Mr. Sergeant, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
reported a bill to provide for delivering up persons 
held to labor or service in any of the states or territo- 
ries who shall escape into any other state or territory ; 
which was twice read and committed. 

——————y G> a= —- 

Pennsylvania.—-—-A proposition has been made to 
amend the Constitution of the United States, as to give 
authority to Congress, to appropriate public money to 
the construction of Canals in the several states, ina 
ratio with their representation, but allowing any one of 
them to relinquish their proportion in favour of any 
other they may chose. 

Maryland.—The bill for the appointment of an At- 
torney General, has passed both Houses of the Legis- 
lature. A bill has been introduced in the house of De- 
legates, for laying duties on negotiable paper, pleasure 
carriages, On auction sales, on appointments to office by 
the executive, (except justices of the peace) and upon 
future appointments of clerks of counties, of the city 
court of Baltimore and courts of appeal. The proceeds 
of the tax upon stamped paper in Baltimore, and half 
of what arises there on carriages and auctions, it is pro- 
posed to appropriate to the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of the Susquehanna ; half of the proceeds of those 
taxes on the Eastern shore, to the Delaware and Chesa- 
peake Canal Company; the whole arising from stamps 
and carriages on the Western shore, (except Baltimore 
county) to improvements on the Potomac. Dr. Dennis 
Claude has been appointed a Senator, in the room of 
John Stephen, Esq. A bill has been reported to aus 
thorize the Mayor and Council of Baltimore to issue 
stock to the amount of $50,000, for the purpose of im- 
proving the navigation of the Susquehanna. Leave has 
been given to report a bill to abolish all such parts of 
the constitution as relate to the election of governor 








and council. [ Del. Gaz. 








CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 
SaruRDAar, January 19, 1822. 


SAVING BANE. 


We have been requested to call the attention of our 
readers to the subject of: a Saving Bank. In this sub- 
ject we have long felt a lively interest. We are per- 
suaded that the present provision for the poor, (how- 
ever it may benefit a few) is an injury to them asa 
body, and a grievous moral as well as pecuniary tax 
upon the public. The late Essays of Dr. Chalmers on 
this subject, together with the late Report on Pauper- 
ism in New-York, (see Watchman of ‘Tuesday last,) 
have confirmed our former impressions that @ thorough 
change is necessaryin the management of the Poor. The 
distinction made in the New-York report between vol- 
untary and involuntary poverty, is, in our opinion of 
great importance, and has not been hitherto sufficiently 
regarded. We have gone upon the principle (in the 
main) that all poverty is involuntary ; whereas this is 
true of only a very small portion, Where you find one 
case of pauperism occasioned by sickness or unavoida- 
ble misfortune, you may find jive occasioned by [n- 
temperance, Gambling, IdJeness and other vices, and, 
what may seem a }ittle paradoxical, by the present sys- 
tem of Charity. The present system by offering public 
support actually holds outa “‘ premium to poverty,” 
and indirectly encourages drunkenness, idleness and 
various immoralities. 

We cannot now treat the subject at length; but we are 
convinced that the only way to benefit the poor, is to in- 
duce them VOLUNTARILY to support themselves. A House 
of Industry might compe/ them to be industrious while 
compelled to inhabit it, but would never cherish the habit 
of voluntary industry. In our op‘nion, the best plan that 
ever was devised for the promotion of Industry, Eco- 
nomy and Morality among the poor is the Proviuent 
Institution or Saving Bank, in which the industrious 
poor may deposit their small earnings on good Securi- 
ty and Interest, and thus be encouraged to self exertion 
and rise above a state of humiliating dependence upon 
others. They have been tried in England and in this 
country with the happiestresults. Such an institution 
is urgently demanded in this Borough and County ; 
and nothing is wanting but for men of respectability, 
uprightness and benevolence to come forward as patrons 








and gratuitous agents in this enterprize. We are not 
so sanguin as to suppose this or any other institution 
will renovate the whole community of pauper ina day, 
but we know no plan which promises more to correct 
and remove an oppressive and growing evil. We sub- 
mit these remarks to the public. We should be grati- 








fied could there be a Public Meeting on this subject.— 
A Plan of the Philadelphia Saving Bank may be seen 

| at this office; also,a Pamphiet on the subject, by Wil- 
liam Davis of Bath, England. 

The prodigious number of our voluntary poor—the 
heavy pecuniary tax levied on their account—the heavi- 
er moral tax occasioned by their vices—the compara- 
tive ease with which sucha Bank might be established, 
and the immediate advantages to the Poor and to the 
community which would probably result, conspire to 
urge the benevolent and influential in this place to 
think and act upon this subject. 


JUST RECEIVED, 
And for sale at the Editor’s Buok-store, 
RAYMOND’S POLITICAL ECONOMY, 


Comprising the following subjects—National wealth, 
What ? Some theories and definitions of national wealth 
examined, Labour. Standard of value. Comparative 
advantages of agricultural and manufacturing labour, 
Examination of prevalent theories. Mercantile sys- 
tem. Unproductive occupations. Private economy— 
Luxury. Equality. Pauperism. Stimulants to national 
industry—War—Expenditure of public money. Bank- 
ing system. Labour saving machines. Monopolies-— 
Colonial systems. Protecting duties. National debt. 
Corporations. Slavery. Conclusion. 

Tho the foregoing subjects have been ten thousand 
times treated of, we think we hazard little in saying 
that the original, bold and forcible manner in which our 
author elucidates them, must elicit the approbation of 
every philanthropist—the workjhas in fact produced 
enthusiastic admiration in those who have perused it. 


THE CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY, 


Is published every Saturday, 
AT TWO DOLLARS PER ANNUM, 


Payable at the expiration of the first six Months. 


BY ROBERT PORTER, 
No 97, Market-Street, Wilmington, ( De!. ) 
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